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» confidered, 


HEN any great Alteration 


happens, or is like to happen 
in MNational Affairs, “tis na- 
tural for one of Speculation 
to examine, not only the 
Motives for fuch a Change, 
but the Confequences likely 
to arife from it. After fuch 
a neceflary Examination, it 
will be alfo natural for 
hint look back, in Orderto compare the prefent, 
sod what fhall appear to him to be the foture Srate 
ithe Nation, with the pa@t. Scrutinies of chis Kind 
eslarge the Mind, aad help towards judging impar- 
“ally of the Coaduct of Superiors. 

Motives for the late Alteration of our Mea- 
fires are too well founded and obvious, to require 
iny Iluftration ; nor wold it be difficult to point 
out the happy Confequences that reafonably may be 


= 


| 





concerted with fo great Caution and Prudence. But 
ts sny Attempt to fathom Futurity favours too ftrong- 
ly of Prefumption, I fhall for the prefene wave this 
Part of the Subject to treat of that which falls within 
the Obfervation of the moft moderate Underftanding. 
Asthe Security of our Nade gave Birth to che late 
Ateration of our Meafures, and has fo wholly in- 
of'd the Publick Attention, one would expec 
- it would be thoroughly underftood by all Orders 
of the People ; and yet, “tis plain, from innumerable 
Profi, that che Bulk of them are unacquainted with 
tither the prefent or former State of our Commerce : 
‘Tis to be fear'd they are equally Strangers to even 
their dun Interefts, in many Re , 
‘Tis admitted that Difcontent is blended with 
human Nature ; that therefore, Man is never tho- 
roughly fatisfy"d with his Condirion ; and that he is 
tvet inclin'd, from the fame Caufe, to make wrong 
Comparifons, and form unjuft Ideas. This however 
f:ldom happens, but when Things are dubious in 
their Nature. But furely a Man muft be wittingly 
his own Enemy, when he fwerves from the Lights 
of his Experience and Reafon to draw Parallels that 
encreafe his Difquierude. 
Unteafonable and exiravagant as this Self-torturing 
Humour may feem, there are but too many of our 
own Countrymen that indulge it ; and in no Parti- 
cular fo much as in Regard to our Trade. 
I have been fo fenfibly touch’d with this fickly 
Foible of my Fellow-Subjeéts, that I have often had 
tin my Mind to fer before them at large, the State 
of our Trade now and heretofore ; not doubiing bur 
fich a genuine friendly Piture, would contribute 
towards the Cure of the Difeafe. I may hereafter 
—— both them atid myfelf; bur ih the mean 
ime I will prefent them with the Out-lines in Mi- 
~y the Portraiture I defign to draw at full 


It we compare the prefent State of our Trade with 


what it was about Twent Years ago, it will be 
ane far from — — Reaſon — Regret and 
Ine —2 we ought to be contented and exult. The 
~ ~ of our Trade and Indufiry is as vifible, as 
~ nereafe of our Wealth in Confequence of them 

rain and undoubted. Before the Year 1718 our 
—* Trade was chiefly confin’d to London, Briftol, 
“ss aed but “tis now become fo general, that 
ined a-Port, and {carce an Inland Town in the 
: gm without Adventurers, who export confide- 
Tat and correfpond direétly with moft of the 
Thetis of Europe and America 
% * — of Adventurers is not only increas’d 
“mente and Inland Towns, where fuch 
— —* heard of till of late, but likewife in the 
rincipal Marts mention’d before. In Lon- 
"alone, | wil] t 


he ake upon me to fay, that the Num- 
ae — is trebled within thefe 20 Years; 
and J; 


am rightly informed ‘tis the fame at wen 


! The Number of 
a4 Apents sbroad. is 4 rof our Natives, Factor⸗ 
si 
of our Merchant J tad Proportion to the Increafe 
eN 


ot “Tee of our * Ships, and Quantity 


Creafe of our “dis bear a juft ropoftion to the In- 


are increas'd at leaft One Third ; fe 
Shaded ib tthe’ cararel and as an Increafe of 


Shippitig, there is little Room for doubting. 
have ot this Tine Our died: cost’ sdutnn a 


had at that Period of T 
will hold ¢ eS 
Increafe 


dent on Navigation. 

’ The neceffary Confequence of fo happy and vilible 
an Increafe of Adventurers, Shippi 
is an Increafe of Cammetce; and an Incteafe o 
Commerce muft as naturally produce an Increafe of 


Spending, who think that our “Manufaétures are lef- 


Coniequence of an Increafe of 


d mort Sailors than we 
Reafon 


ually good in Regard to a Proportional 
Shipwrights, and other Artizans depen- 


og, and yee 


Manufactures, as an Increafe of both mutt neceffa- 
rily produce an Incréafe of the National Wealth. 
But to obviate the miftaken Notion of the De- 


fend, becaufe fome Manufacturers mutiny for an 
Increafe of Wages, and therefore are unemploy'd : 
Let ic be obferved, That the Number of Manufac- 
turers is equal, if not beyond the atorefaid propor- 
tion’d Increafe of our Merchants, Shipping, and Sea- 
men. This being confider’d, it won't be admir’d, that 
the Wages of ManufaGturers fhould leffen, as the Wa- 
gee of Seamen has betore the late Call for rhe latter to 
mao the Royal Navy. I muft add on this Occafion, that 
ic were to be wifh’d the Price of Labour could be 
lower’d beyond what we}fce it, as the Cheapnefs of 
Labour is ‘he only Advantage which the French and 
other induftrious Nations have over us. And here 
let me add, That nothing bur the Luxury of eur 
Working People, could prevent our being able to 
underfel our Rivals, confidering the Advantage we 
have of them in the Plenty and Cheapnefa of Provi- 
fions, evety where but near the Metropolis. 
"Tis truc, That fome of our ancient ManufaGures 
are leffen’d, and fome quite difuled ; bur ‘tis equally 
true, that there isa very confiderable Increafe of 
fome Manufaétures, and that fome others are invent- 
ed within thefe Twenty Years. For Inflance, The 
Manufacture of what the Clothicr calls Spanifh Cloth, 
worth from 5 to 8 s. per Yard, is greatly leſien d, if 
not quite difus’d ; but the Manufacture of Cloth, 
from 25. 6d to 45. per Yard, of Kerfies, Welch- 
Plains, Druggets, Saggathies, German Serge, Stock- 
ings, Hats, Camblets, and Stuffs of various Kinds, 
is augmented far beyond what it was when Spanijb 
Cléth was call’d for from Abroad. 
The Adventurer muft accommodate himfclf to the 
Tafte of the Nations he deals with. As that changes, 
he mult vary his Orders tothe Manufa@urer, to which 
this laft muft conform, or become idle and unhappy. 
From hencé arifes, that fome Manufactures are lef. 
fen’d, fome difufed, whilft others are increas'd, and 
many inverted. But to argue from the Decreafe or 
Difufe of certain Manufaétures, that there is a De- 
creafe of our Woollen Manufaéture in general, would 
be as abfurd as to fay, that fuch an extraordinary In- 
creafe of our Merchants, Scamen, and Shipping, as 
has been mention’d, was no Indication of an Increafe 
of our Trade and Riches. 
But there are too many Proofs of the bappy and 
vifible I.creafe of our Trade and Wealth for twenty 
Years paft, to admit of Conteft: And il there were 
no other, the undoubted Increafe of our Adventurers, 
Seamen and Shipping, would be fuch Proof as muft 
gain our Affent, except it fhould be fuppofed, againft 
the Force of Experience, that Men would continue 
turning their Thoughts to Trade and Navigation, 
and employing their Fortunes in Shipping, tho" they 
were no Gainers by their Risk and Induftry. 
Another, and no weak Proof, may be brough 
in favour of an Increafe of our Woollen Manufa- 
ture ; which is, that we have no Quantitici of raw 
Wooll lying on hand from one Year to the next, tho" 
it be certain that we grow One Third more Wooll 
now, than we did twenty Years ago. The great and 
furprizing Improvement of out Lands thtoughout the 
whole Kingdom, during that Period of Time, is the 
happy Caufe of the aforefaid Incteafe of our Wooll : 
And thar thefe Improvements, and the confequential 
Increafe of Carrle of all Kinds, is one Proof of the 
Increafe of out national Wealth, is, I think, a Point 
that won't bear being controverted. 
Many other Manufactures befides the Woollen,and 
particu'arly rhofe of Si/k, Iron, Brafs, and other Afe- 
tals, have been immentely increas’d wichin thefe laft 





enturers. Siece 1718 our Shipping 


——eeae 


Holland and Italy for all ot moft of our wrought Silks: 
But the Cafe is now fo alter’d, that we not only wort 


more elegantly they, Bur are able to export of this 
—— 


Conſumption 


beſides furnifhing enough for out own 
As for our Manufa€ture of Iron, Brafs, Coppet, 


Gold and Silver, and other Metals of a late Inven- 


tion, “tis brought co that Perfeétion, and fo generally 
efteem'd abroad, that ſcarce a Retailer in the knowa 
World, that has not a conttant Supply of it for the 
Ule of his Cuftomers. ‘Tis increcible what large 
Quantities of this Manufature are annually exported. 

I have known it computed by fome of our moft intcl- 
ligent Adventurers at fome Hundred thousand? ot 
Pounds ; and yet five and twenty Years ago, ‘cwas 
fcarce known abroad, and hardly accounted a Com- 
modity for Exportation at home. 

There is another Manufacture fprang up, st lealt 
wonderfully improv’d within theſe twenty Years, 
which, tha’ ic be not immediately of Enelifb Growth, 
is not leſe beneficial to us than that of Afetais: This 
is that of Linnen and Sail-clotb, fo happily improved 
in Scotland and Ireland, that it is valued at no lefs a 
Sum annually than 700,060 Pounds. Tho’ Improve- 
ments in any Part of the King’s Dominions may be 
look’d upon as an Addition to the Wealth of this Na- 
tion, yet as the Produce, or moft of it, of the Linnen 
Manufacture of Scotland and Ireland is known to Cefi- 
tre in this Metropolis, it may be {aid cto be an Im- 
provement that regards us immediately. 

This happy Improvement of the Linaen Manufa- 
Cure, and thofe lately eftablith’d here of Paper, 
Threads, Tapes, and many other more minute Arti- 
cles, have letfen'd our {[mportations from Holland and 
Germany moft confiderably of late Years. 

The Manufaéture of Cotron, mix'd and plain, is 
arrived to fo great Perfection within thefe twenty 
Years, that we not only make enough for our own 
Confumption, but fapply our Colonics, and many of 
the Nations of The Benefits arifing from this 
Branch are fuch, as to enabie the Manutacturers of 
Manchefter alone to lay out above thirty thoufand Pounds 
a Year, for many Years paft, on additional Building’. 
‘Tis compured, that two thoufand new Houles have 
been built in that induftrious Town within thefe 
cwenty Years. 

The Exporration of all our native Commodities, na- 
tural and improved, has increas’d within theſe laft 
twenty Yeats in proportion to the Increafe of our 
Navigation. This is fo known a Truth, in the Ar- 
ticles of Corn, Lead, Tin, Coals, Allum, Copperas, 
Leather, Hopps, and many other Commodities ot 
lefs Value, that it would be mifpending the Keaders 
Time to inforce it by particular Proof. 

It has been objeted, that the Increafe of our Ex- 
ports beats no Proportion to that of our /mports of 
many Articles that adminifler to our Luxury; fuch 
as Wires, Fruits, &c. “Tis admitted, that our Im- 
ports of Wine, tho’ not of Fruir, is increas'd ; bur | 
deny that ‘tis increas’d in proportion to the Increa‘c 
of our Exports; and if ir were, there are two other 
beneficial Articles, the Appendages of Trade and 
Navigation, not yet mentioned, which more than 
compenfate for any Increafe of our luxuriour Imports. 
Thefe are the Benefits arifing from /nfurances made 
here for Account of Foreigners, and from Freights, as 
being for many } ears the Sca-carriers of molt of the 
Trading Nations of the Contizent. 

If farther Proof fhould be required of the Increafe 
of our Manufaétures, Exports and Navigation, and 
the Wealth accruing from our Trade for twenty 
Years paft, let the Doubtful recur co that intallible 
Teft, the Increafe of the National Stock; this will 
prove it beyond ContradiGion. The Increafe of this 
Steck, in every thing that can conſtitute National 
Wealth, is fo vifible, that they who would conteft ir, 
muft be blind and infenfible, or obftinate and perverie 
‘o am Infauation. The Redu@ion of /nteref, and 
the prefenr and late fertled Strate of Credit, are other 
Proofs, and the ftrongeft, of the Increafe and Advan- 
tage of our Trade and Navigation. 

After this curfory, but candid Sketch of our com- 
mercial Affairs, fhall be examin'd wich Candour and 
Impartialiry, will ie be fai4, thar we are entitied to 
Murmur and Complaint, in regard co our prefent 
Condition, compared with what it was twenty Years 





twenty Years. Before that time we were oblig’d to 


ago? Cam ic be deny’d with any Colour of Juftice, 
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that we owe the Extenfion of our Trade and Navi- 
gation, the Improvement of our Manufactures, and 
the Increafe of the national Wealth, as mentioned 
above, to the Lenity of the Government, and to the 
Affcétion and Wildem of his Mayfty and his Mi- 
nifters ? 
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PLANTATION NEWS. 


Newbury, Fune 14. Laſt Lord’s-day Morniog, after 
a few Hours Indifpofition, died in the 8th Year of 
her Age, and Yefterday was interr’d with great Re- 





, the Hon. Madam Mary Partridge, Reali of | ef Parltamenc for Plymouth, lately appointed Go- 
the late ton William Partri * Eq; sent. Gover- | vernor of Barbados, in the Room of Sir Orlando (Price, One Shilling) 


por of New Hampfhire, and Mother of the late Hon. 
Madam Mary Belcher, Confurt of his Excellency Jo- 
nathan Belcher, Efq; Governor of the Maflachufccs- 
Bay 2nd New-Hamphhire. ; 

Her furviving Children age, Richard Pagcridge, 
E(; one of the Agents for this Province at the Court 
ot Great Britain: and Mrs. Elizabeth Cafwail, Re- 
lict of the late Mr. William Cafwall, of Port{mouth, 
Merchant. 

Port{mouth in New-Hampjbire, Jome 14. Yefterday 


feveral Gentlemen went from hence, and from other 


| Laft Night was interred in a Vault under St. Paul's 
Cathedral, after haviog lain in State in the Middle | 
Temple Hall, the Cerpfe of Charles Worllcy, Eig; 
Treafurer of the Middle vee who died latcly at | 
his Chambers in the Temple : The Pall was fupported 
by Mr. Sollicitor General, Richard Ager, James 
peat Thomas Snow, Johm Bromficld, and Abel . 
ctucoy, uircs : 
¥ cfterday cveral more Licutenants were fwern in 
before the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, 
but no Ships were Commiffioned. . : 
On the agth Inftanr, Robert Byng, Efq; Member 





| Bridgeman, will imbark on board one of his Ma- 
jehty’s Men of War, in Order to take B a of 
his faid Goveroment. , 

The feveral Men of War now in the Downs, are 
ordered by the Lords Commifioness of che Admi- 
ralty, forthwith to fail for Spithead. 

We hear chat -his Majefty has been pleafed to 
appoint Col. Paget, tobe Deputy-Governor of Mi- 
norca, in the Room of General Anflruther, who is 
recalled Home. | 
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© That it would pleafe bim to avert his a 
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© deavours to prevent the (preading of the contagious | 


that Copies of the faid Rules and Urders are lodg’d wtih 
the 4 of bis Majefy's Navy, at Chatham, 
Port{mouth, and P b; as alfo with the Clerks of the 
Cheque, at Deptford, Woolwich, and Sheerne/s , and with 
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